
Martin Nicholls 
Interim Chief Executive at City & County of Swansea 
Civic Centre 
Oystermouth Rd 
Maritime Quarter 
Swansea SA1 3SN 
 

24th May 2022 

Dear Councillor Nicholls 

Waste Management Contract – the small print! 

I am writing to you on behalf of a community in England 221 miles away from the 
City and County of Swanseato complain about the impact of your approach to waste 
management.  

We are unclear why a community in Bedfordshire are being subjected to Swansea’s 
waste being incinerated next door to our homes and parkland. Why do you feel it is 
acceptable to transport your citizens waste to our community? By contracting with a 
waste management firm where you appear not to be concerned about the small 
print, the Council has committed to offloading waste 221 miles from Swansea to 
Marston Moretaine in Bedfordshire. 

Can you please explain to this community why you feel that such an arrangement is 
appropriate? Why carting your waste by road, 221 miles, at considerable financial 
and environmental cost was approved by the Council? 

If you felt that incineration had to be part of your waste management approach, 
would one of the nearer incinerators not have been more appropriate? Assuming you 
felt Welsh locations in Cardiff and Flintshire were unacceptable? 

Location Miles from 
Swansea 

Location milesfrom 
Swansea 

Nottingham 
South Bermondsey 
Sutton 
Devonport 
Portsmouth 
Fawley 
Milton Keynes 
Marchwood 
Staffordshire 
Coventry 
Runcorn 

195 
190 
190 
189 
189 
154 
178 
178 
174 
164 
163 

Greatmoor 
Chineham 
Ardley 
Stoke 
Wolverhampton 
Birmingham 
Dudley 
Exeter 
Hartlebury 
Shrewsbury 
Gloucestershire 

162 
157 
153 
150 
149 
144 
144 
144 
129 
115 
  97 

 
Our community also understands that a new incinerator at Newport Alexandra Dock, 
reported in January this year that it was twelve months from accepting waste. Are 
you acting now to amend your waste contracts to use this facility just 51 miles from 
where the waste is generated? 



We note that Wales achieved its highest ever recycling rate, at over 65% - and has 
set out ambitions to become a world leader. As a result the need to burn waste, or 
send it to landfill, will reduce and the Welsh Government has put in place an 
moratorium on new large scale energy from waste plants.   

Can you please outline to this community your planned yearly reduction in use of 
incineration and by what date you expect us to no longer experience your waste on 
our doorstep? 

Please note we are an active local community and this letter will be loaded on our 
website mmetag.comas will your response once received. 

Kind regards 
 
Stewart Long 
Secretary 
MMAG 
marston.moretaine.action.group@gmail.com 
 


