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Dear Mr  Long,

Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan - Formal Consultation
Monday, 20 May 2013 - 5pm, Monday, 1 July 2013.

Central Bedfordshire Council is seeking your views on our Draft Gypsy and Traveller
Local Plan, which sets out how we will meet the accommodation needs of Gypsy
and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople in the area until 2031.

The Plan specifies the number of Gypsy and Traveller pitches and Travelling
Showpeople plots required and identifies potential sites to meet this need. It also
outlines the planning policies against which all planning applications for Gypsy and
Traveller and Travelling Showpeople sites will be assessed.

We are now conducting formal public consultation on the plan until Monday, 1 July
2013. This is called the “Pre-submission stage“(Regulation 19 of the Town and
Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012)

Making your view count

There are a number of criteria that respondents to the consultation must abide by in
order to make a valid comment (called a representation).

Firstly, the council is required by Central Government to ask that all comments are
based on the “soundness” of the Plan and legal compliance. We have attached a
guidance note, which defines “soundness” and legal compliance, to help you to
make your views count.

If you do not indicate on the form whether you feel the Plan is sound or legally
compliant the council is required to complete this for you based on your responses
to the other questions.

When commenting on individual sections or policies, the only matters that can be
taken into account by the council are planning related. Planning related
representations may focus on issues relating to amenity, visual impact, highways,
biodiversity and other planning matters.



Comments about the intended users cannot be taken into account. The Council has
a duty not to accept comments which contain statements which may reasonably be
considered to be of a racist nature.

How to have your say

The easiest way to have your say is online via our website –
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/gypsytravellerplan

This method will allow you to submit comments online via an interactive version of
the Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan, as well as reference a number of supporting
documents including the Sustainability Appraisal and technical papers. In addition,
once you have registered as a user of our planning system, you will be able to
comment online on all of the future planning consultations.
However, if you wish to make comments in writing, you can download a comments
form from our website, or pick one up from the locations set out below. You can also
view paper copies of the document at these locations or contact the LDF team on
0300 300 8307 or email ldf@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk to request paper copies.

Council offices in:
Chicksands (address at the
bottom of this letter),
Dunstable (High Street North)

Council Customer Services Centres
in:

Biggleswade (Saffron Road)
Houghton Regis (Tithe Farm
Road)

Libraries in:
Ampthill (Dunstable Street)
Arlesey (High Street)
Barton (Bedford Road)
Biggleswade (Chestnut Avenue)
Dunstable (Vernon Place)
Flitwick (Coniston Road)
Houghton Regis (Bedford Square)
Leighton Buzzard (Lake Street)
Potton (Clock House)
Sandy (Market Square)
Shefford (High Street)
Stotfold (Hitchin Road)
Toddington (Market Square)

Next steps
Following this consultation, the Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan, supporting evidence
and all comments and feedback received during this consultation will be submitted
to the Secretary of State in October 2013. An independent Planning Inspector,
appointed by the Secretary of State, will then determine whether the Plan is 'sound'
and legally compliant. The independent Planning Inspector will assess the plan and
the sites in a public examination. 

For updates on the plan’s progress and to keep track of when decisions are likely to
be made, please refer to www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/gypsytravellerplan

We look forward to receiving your comments on the plan.

Yours sincerely



Richard Fox
Head of Development Planning and Housing Strategy

This letter is sent to you to comply with Regulation 19 of the Town and Country
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012


