
Rookery South 
Infrastructure Planning Commission 

Temple Quay House 
Temple Quay 

Bristol 
BS1 6PN  

 
t: 0303 444 5000 
f: 0303 444 5002 

e: RookerySouth@infrastructure.gsi.gov.uk 
 

 

                                                

 
13 May 2011 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Planning Act 2008 (PA 2008) and the Infrastructure Planning 
(Examination Procedure) Rules 2010 
 
Application for a Resource Recovery Facility that comprises an energy 
from waste electricity generating station with a gross electrical output 
capacity of 65 MWe, together with associated development including a 
post treatment materials recovery facility at Rookery South Pit, near 
Stewartby, Bedfordshire – IPC Reference Number EN0 100011 
 
Further to my letter of 21 January 2011 setting out the timetable and 
procedure for the examination of the above application, I write to advise you 
of the programme for further issue specific hearings. 
 
In reaching the decision on which issue specific hearings to hold, the 
Examining authority has had regard to the content of the written 
representations submitted to date, the representations made at the 
preliminary meeting held on 17 January 2011, and the requests for issue 
specific hearings made by several interested parties in their recent letters and 
e-mails. 
 
The Examining authority has decided that the following issue specific hearings 
are necessary in order to ensure that the issue is adequately examined and/or 
that an interested party has a fair chance to put their case1: 
 
Monday 13 June 2011  Drafting aspects of the draft Development Consent 

Order and requirements, and the proposed s106 
agreement between the applicant and the local 
planning authorities (as announced in my letter of 
21 January). 

 
Friday (am) 17 June 2011  The effect of the proposed development on the 

waste hierarchy. 
 
Friday (pm) 17 June 2011 The noise impact of early morning operations on 

the living conditions of residents (including 
campers at the Stewartby Water Sports Club) 
living near to the access routes proposed for 
HGVs between the A421 and the site. 
 

1 Planning Act 2008, s91(1) 



 
Tuesday 21 June 2011 Landscape, visual impact and design matters, 

including specifically whether the viewpoints 
considered in the Environmental Statement are 
representative and the identification of any 
additional viewpoints that interested parties want 
the Examining authority to include in their site visit. 

 
Wednesday 22 June 2011 The impact of the development on the setting of 

heritage assets.  
 
All hearings will be held at the Park Inn Hotel, St Mary’s Street, Bedford MK42 
0AR, commencing at 10.00am, with the exception of the hearing on the 
afternoon of 17 June which will commence at 2.00pm. 
 
The IPC secretariat will shortly be contacting representatives of those 
interested parties which the Examining authority would like to attend and 
speak at each hearing.  In any event, you may attend if you wish either as an 
observer or to make oral representations about the issue, subject to the 
Examining authority’s control over the conduct of the hearing2.  I would 
remind you, however, that should you decide to speak then (i) any 
representations that you make should be restricted solely to the specific issue 
being examined and should not repeat other representations already made in 
any form,3 and (ii) that, at the Examining authority’s discretion, you may be 
questioned on your c 4ontribution .   
 
Should you wish to attend any hearing and speak at it, it would be helpful if 
you could advise the IPC secretariat in writing of your intentions as soon as 
possible and, in any event, not less than one week before the scheduled date 
for the hearing.  The contact details can be found at the top of this letter. 
 
While writing I would remind you that there will be a further opportunity to 
speak and put your case to the Examining authority at one of the open floor 
sessions to be held at the Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine on 5 July 
between 10.00am and 4.00pm, and between 7.00pm and 10.00pm, on 6 July 
(also at the Forest Centre) between 2.00pm and 4.30pm, and at the Village 
Centre, Stewartby on 6 July between 7.00pm and 10.00pm.  A note outlining 
the procedure you should follow if you wish to speak at any of these hearings 
will be provided at least 4 weeks in advance of these hearings. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Paul Hudson 
Lead Member of the Panel of Commissioners  

                                                 
2 Planning Act 2008, s91(3) 
3 Planning Act 2008, s94(8) 
4 Planning Act 2008, s94(4) 


