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The workshop, run by Cranfield University, reported on the years work by academics 
from various universities, eg. Cranfield, Nottingham, Birmingham etc. into a project 
called Energyscape based on Marston Vale. The work was commissioned by the National 
Environmental Research Council.  As well as the team of about 10 people the invited 
public participants were myself, two people from Bedfordshire Planning  Department, 
one person from the Wildfowl Trust, and one other,(from the Forestry Commission I 
think). 
 
Energyscape covers the use of land based renewables, crops, water, wood, (biomass) 
waste, wind turbines, solar energy etc. to produce energy in the form of electricity, 
heating and liquid fuel for transport.  Marston vale was taken as being fairly 
representative of the country as a whole with a population density of 3.1 persons/hectare 
against the national average of 2.5. 
 
They established that energy consumption is 80kWh/person/day and that is split into 
Electricity (33kWh) heating (15kWh) and transport (32kWh). Think that I got this right.  
Taking  the Marston Vale as an island they presented various scenarios of how local 
resources, which they had researched, could be utilised to provide energy, food and 
animal feed etc. taking into account the effect on the countryside; wild life, leisure, 
culture. 
 
Obviously the resources are not available to cover all needs but diverting some resources 
to one area some needs could be met to the detriment of others.  The computer 
programme can be inputted with various parameters to ascertain the best compromise eg. 
MV would need 92 x 2mW wind turbines running continuously to be able to supple the 
electricity requirement. Back-up power would otherwise be needed since they are only 
22% efficient. Energy from local waste would supply only 1.4kWh/person/day. 
 
Essentially the study will hopefully give help in planning future energy needs for an area 
with respect to the countryside, landscape, social well being, environment and  local 
resources.  The full report will be available at the end of April 2011. 


