
 

I submit below my reasons for opposing the proposed Covanta Incinerator development in Stewartby, 
Bedfordshire. 

Pollution of the local atmosphere with toxic emissions: 

Hydrogen chloride – this gas is very corrosive and requires a high level of maintenance to any furnace, ducts, 
or materials of chimney stacks which increases the cost of processing the waste considerably. 

Nitric oxide - at the high temperatures of combustion the nitrogen and oxygen in the air combine to form 
nitric oxide (NO). Any nitric oxide that is not removed is later converted by sunlight into nitrogen dioxide 
(NO2) which contributes to photochemical smog and acid rain. 

The residents of the area know only too well that smoke from the chimneys of the former brickworks would 
often stay in the air in a layer which would then fall gradually onto the surrounding land and houses. 

Toxic metals - at high temperatures of combustion many of the toxic metals such as lead, cadmium, arsenic, 
mercury and chromium are liberated from otherwise fairly stable substances like plastics.  Many of these toxic 
metals are harmful to people and again require a high degree of maintenance to the associated filters. 

Many modern incinerators use activated carbon to absorb the mercury. This is an expensive item, and regular 
monitoring by a public authority is essential to ensure that the activated carbon is being used continuously – 
thus ensuring that toxic metal emissions are removed on a continuous basis. 

Dioxins and other by products of combustion - if the flue gases from an incinerator are passed through air 
pollution control devices operating at temperatures in the range 200-400 degrees Celsius, more than a hundred 
fold increase in dioxin and furan formation can take place.  Such high temperatures will be required for the 
generation of electricity as proposed by Covanta – thus the removal of these noxious substances is not possible. 

The monitoring of dioxins has proven to be a world wide problem – in most countries neither the regulatory 
authorities nor the industry has been able to put the monitoring of dioxin from these facilities onto a truly 
scientific foundation. 

  

Increase in heavy traffic in the area: 

The proposed volume of heavy traffic will be very detrimental to the local towns and villages.  The road 
infrastructure is inadequate for such large heavy vehicles.  This heavy tonnage traffic will also have a 
negative effect upon measures being taken to increase tourism to the area. (see section below) 

Light pollution and noise: 

As the plant will require 24/7 working resulting in continuous noise and light pollution at night it is too 
close to surrounding villages and recreational facilities.  It will also be extremely detrimental to the 
nearby wildlife habitat in the Marston Vale Forest. 

Excessive size of the proposed building: 

Such a building should be in an established business/factory development/area.  The local Forestry centre, 
sailing and water sport facilities at Stewartby lake and the proposed Nirah development will be adversely 
affected by the noxious gases and unsightly building adjacent to them. 

Recycling v Incineration: 



Many of the products currently going to land fill and incineration could be recycled. The building of an 
incinerator in Stewartby will commit us to many years of incineration - it will therefore be a mistake. 

The resources of our Earth are very limited and we cannot afford to use them all.  We can no longer afford to 
use resources in the way we have in the past.  When we extract raw materials to manufacture the products we 
require those materials have been removed permanently from the Earth.  To dispose of those materials via 
incineration or landfill is wasteful, harmful and disgraceful.   We must recycle our used products so that the 
materials we need are kept in circulation. 

The catchment area is considerable and resultant waste will need those local landfill establishments that 
are already overcommitted with waste from London and elsewhere to either recycle or incinerate the 
waste.  As the country progresses to reduce the volume of waste by recycling the proposed Covanta 
development will need to attract waste from a wider catchment area – which will be at a considerable cost 
in fuel and CO2  emissions.  A member of Covanta has already stated that the catchment area for waste 
collection will be expanded as necessary to fully utilise the capacity of the incinerator. 

Mid-Bedfordshire an Area of Considerable Natural Beauty: 

This proposed incinerator plant will be a disastrous overgrown carbuncle in mid-bedfordshire which is now 
regarded as an area of considerable natural beauty.  There are numerous large lakes nearby which provide 
many recreational facilities to the public.  There is already a sailing and motor boat club which makes good 
use of Stewartby Lake. On the other side of the lake, sandwiched between it and another slightly smaller lake 
one can find the Marston Vale Forest Centre and the Millennium Country Park.  This is a beautiful 
conservation area where there are extensive wetlands, a large variety of wild birds which has numerous hides 
for birdwatching. 

The view over this wonderful valley from Ampthill Park is exhilarating – the view extends well into 
neighbouring counties – imagine a giant incinerator plant in the foreground of such a magnificent view!!. 

Planned Recreational Developments: 

There are various plans to increase the recreational facilities in the Marston Vale which include a branch from 
the Grand Union canal to the River Ouse in Bedford.  In addition to the present boating opportunities and 
recreational amenities at the Forest Centre the Nirah project for the development of a freshwater aquarium and 
leisure complex at the nearby Quest Pit would be adversely affected.  How will the various water species be 
affected by the emissions from the incinerator?  

With the negative impact on the view of the area, the environment and the air quality of central Bedfordshire, 
the Covanta plant is likely to severely damage the tourism opportunities that these other developments 
offer.  The incinerator will not bring any significant number of jobs into the area to replace those jobs lost to 
tourism. In addition, any jobs it does supply will be soul destroying menial work, which will be of much less 
value to the local community than the wonderful job opportunities which increased tourism could offer. 

 


