
 

Sir  

Friends of the Earth MK is the local group of Friends of the Earth England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland.  It is a grassroots organisation which forms a part of the wider Friends of the Earth International 
network.  

Friends of the Earth Milton Keynes would like to object to the proposed Rookery South project.  In 
general, Friends of the Earth does not support capital intensive, large scale EfW facilities.  Whilst an 
amount of energy is recovered from the waste, the energy costs of re-manufacturing the materials lost in 
this way (embedded or embodied energy), is generally far greater than that recovered by 
combustion.  With much smaller-scale plant, EfW can potentially form part of a reasonable (although not 
optimal) solution for the treatment of waste.  However, large facilities such as Rookery South are entirely 
unsustainable.  Their scale means that a large volume of waste has to be recovered for combustion in the 
local area, thus crowding out recycling.  Alternatively, if waste recycling and minimisation in the local 
area is successful at reducing residual fraction tonnage, then long-distance haul is required to import 
waste from a wide area.  

Friends of the Earth wishes to see a future where, within the life of this proposed plant, an entirely 
different way of treating waste is brought into being.  We believe that the Best Practicable Environmental 
Option is a very realistic and achievable zero-waste policy, to which local authorities in the area (e.g. MK) 
have already signed up.  The principle of zero-waste is that the residual fraction is reduced to zero, as 
products which cannot be recycled are removed from the waste stream entirely, by regulation and the use 
of economic instruments.  Whilst not achievable immediately, we must consider waste policy over the 
lifespan of this plant.  Already, around half of MSW is recycled (much more in some areas).  We must be 
preparing for a future in which we choose not to produce residual waste, and in which we cannot afford 
the luxury of burning valuable manufactured materials to recover a small fraction of their embodied 
energy.  

If there is a place for EfW in the waste treatment mix, it is for small-scale, local plant, which can treat 
waste in a technically efficient manner and on a scale which does not crowd out more sustainable 
methods.  Rookery South fails entirely to represent an appropriate technology for a sustainable future.  It 
is and old-fashioned incinerator, with grossly inappropriate capacity.  Furthermore, it will be a significant 
source of local pollution and an addition to the local landscape which is not appropriate in scale or 
character.  

This plant is not part of the future that we wish to see, and we believe the people of this community are on 
our side.  MK has emphatically rejected EfW, and we do not wish to have the technology rise from the 
grave just beyond the border of our city.  

Rookery South cannot be part of a sustainable future for the region.  

Andrew Lockley 

Coordinator 

MK Friends of the Earth 

  

 


