
Introduction
This advice note will help people who are affected by a major infrastructure proposal, 
where an application for development consent has been submitted to the IPC 
and accepted to proceed to examination. It explains how the IPC will conduct its 
examination of the application. 

The IPC is the independent, public body that considers whether permission shall be 
given to developers to proceed with building major infrastructure projects, such as 
new harbours, power stations, railways, roads, airports, electric lines, wind farms and 
reservoirs. 

We consider a developer’s application by looking at all the relevant information, 
including Government policy, environmental issues and the views of the public, in 
order to judge whether or not a development should be allowed to go ahead.  

The Examination Process

Advice Note 8.5: Putting your case on an application to the IPC
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When can I put my case on an 
application to the IPC?
Check the IPC website to see which 
stage the project you are interested in has 
reached.

Pre-application stage: If no application 
has yet been submitted to the IPC for the 
proposal you are interested in, you should 
refer to IPC Advice Notes 8.1: ‘How the 
process works - opportunities to be involved’ 
and 8.2: ‘How to have your say on a major 
infrastructure proposal - The Developer’s 
Consultation’. 

Pre-examination stage: Once an 
application has been submitted to and 
accepted by the IPC, you should refer to: 
IPC Advice Notes 8.3: ‘Putting your case on 
an application to the IPC - How to Register 
and Make a Representation’ and 8.4 ‘How 
an application will be examined by the IPC - 
The Preliminary Meeting’.  

This advice note is about the IPC 
Examination, which begins the day after the 
Preliminary Meeting, the decision making 
process and bringing a legal challenge.

How is the IPC examination conducted? 
The examination process is conducted 
by a single IPC Commissioner or a Panel 
of Commissioners appointed to examine 
the application, also referred to as the 
‘Examining Authority’.  

The examination is based mainly upon 
the application documents and the written 
representations of interested parties.  

As written representations are such an 
important part of the examination, it is 
essential that you make any points you wish 
to make in writing, before the deadline set 
by the Examining Authority.  You should 
not rely on making your points orally at a 
hearing. 

Where can I view the timetable for the 
examination?
The timetable for the examination stage 
is set out after the Preliminary Meeting, 
including timings for the receipt of written 
representations, local impact report from 
the local authorities and hearings. People 
who have registered as interested parties 
in an application will receive details of 
the timetable directly from the IPC. The 
timetable is also available on request 
from our helpline and can be viewed at 
the project page of our website: www.
independent.gov.uk/infrastructure 

Where can I view the representations of 
interested parties? 
You can view all representations at the 
project’s Have your Say page on our 
website. Paper copies of all representations 
are also available locally - for details please 
contact us on: 0303 444 5000.

How can interested parties provide more 
detailed written representations? 
Everyone who has registered as an 
interested party in an application is given 
the opportunity to provide a more detailed 
written representation by the deadline set 
out in the examination timetable. 
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This can be done by emailing the project 
email address (available on the project 
page of the IPC’s website)1.  

You can also post your representation 
to: Infrastructure Planning Commission, 
Temple Quay House, Temple Quay, Bristol 
BS1 6PN. Please mark your representation 
clearly with the name and reference 
number of the proposal you are making the 
representation about. 

Remember that the purpose of written 
representations is to provide the 
Commissioner(s) with evidence on issues 
which are important and relevant to the 
decision on the application. You may 
provide as much or as little detail as you 
wish in your written representation, but 
it is more likely to carry weight with the 
Commissioner(s) if it is specific and well 
evidenced.  

You can also comment on representations 
made by others. You can do this by post or 
email and you should include the proposal 
name and the number of the representation 
you wish to comment on. 

Anything you have already said in your 
earlier relevant representation will still be 
taken into consideration by the Examining 
Authority so there is no need to send in 
further written representations, if you have 
nothing further to add to this.

Representations may be disregarded if they 
are frivolous or vexatious, or if they relate to 
the merits of Government policy set out in a 
designated National Policy Statement.

When can interested parties provide 
more detailed written representations? 
The deadline for submitting your detailed 
written representation is included within the 
examination timetable set by the Examining 
Authority, at or shortly after the Preliminary 
Meeting. A minimum period of 21 days will 
be provided for representations to be made. 

After the deadline is reached for providing 
detailed representations, all the views 
received will be published on the project’s 
‘Have your say’ page of our website and 
copies will also be made available at 
advertised locations. Representations 
form part of the evidence that the 
Commissioner(s) will consider in making 
their recommendation or decision on the 
application.

When are hearings held and who can 
speak at them?
The proposed dates for any hearings that 
are to take place as part of the examination 
will be discussed at the Preliminary 
Meeting. If the Examining Authority decides 
that additional hearings will be held at any 
time during the examination, interested 
parties will be given at least 21 days notice 
of the date and details.  
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There are three different types of hearings 
that may be held:

	Issue-specific hearings – These 
hearings are held if the Examining 
Authority considers they are necessary 
to ensure adequate examination of an 
issue or that an interested party has a 
fair chance to put forward their case. 

	Open-floor hearings – These can be 
requested by anyone who has registered 
to have their say or by other interested 
parties. Requests must be made by the 
deadline which is set by the Examining 
Authority. At the hearing, anyone who 
has registered to have their say can give 
their views on the application. However, 
the Commissioner(s) will manage 
proceedings and may set a time limit for 
contributions. Where several people or 
organisations wish to express the same 
view, they may be encouraged to identify 
a representative who can speak on their 
behalf. The Commissioner(s) will not 
wish to hear the same point repeated by 
different parties.

	Compulsory acquisition hearings – 
These give people who are affected by 
a request from a developer to authorise 
the compulsory purchase of land in order 
to develop a project the opportunity to 
have their say. People affected will be 
asked to let the IPC know by a fixed 
deadline if they would like a compulsory 
acquisition hearing to be held. 

Where are hearings held? 
Wherever possible, a suitable venue will 
be identified close to the proposed site 
for a development. All venues are fully 
wheelchair accessible.

Who can attend? 
Everyone who is an interested party in an 
application will be informed in writing by 
the IPC of the times, dates and locations of 
hearings. The details are also published at 
the relevant project page at our website. 

Meetings are held in public and so everyone 
is welcome to attend, however, only 
those invited to speak at issue specific 
or compulsory acquisition hearings will 
normally be expected to speak at those 
hearings. If the venue has limited capacity, 
the IPC may need to offer interested parties 
a seat ahead of other members of the 
general public.  

What is the local impact report?
The local impact report (LIR) is a report 
produced by the local authority (or several 
local authorities, as applicable). It sets out 
the impact of a proposal on the local area. 
The Commissioner(s) set the timetable for 
receiving the LIR at or shortly following the 
Preliminary Meeting.
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How can I comment on the LIR? 
Once the LIR is received, it will be published 
at the project page of our website with 
copies also made available at advertised 
locations. People can comment on the 
Local Impact Report and the deadline for 
this will be published. Once the deadline 
has passed, all comments made on the LIR 
will be made available for inspection. 

What happens next? 
The IPC will complete its examination of 
an application within 6 months. Following 
this, it will have up to 3 months to reach 
a decision or make a recommendation 
to the relevant Secretary of State on the 
application. 

Who makes the decision? 
If the relevant National Policy Statement(s) 
is designated, the IPC will make the 
decision. 

If the decision is to be made by the IPC, 
and the application has been examined by 
a panel of Commissioners, they will make 
the decision. If the application has been 
examined by a single Commissioner, they 

will make recommendations to an IPC 
Council, who will make the decision.

If the relevant NPS(s) has not yet been 
designated, the relevant Secretary of 
State will be the decision maker. The 
Commissioner or panel will submit a report 
of recommendation to the Secretary of 
State for consideration and they will then 
have up to 3 months to issue their decision. 

What decisions can be made? 
The decision maker has three options 
- either to grant development consent, 
grant development consent with conditions 
(known as requirements) or refuse 
development consent. A statement of 
reasons will accompany the decision and 
both will be published on the project page of 
the website and sent to interested parties.

Can I challenge a decision?
Any legal challenge must be made within 
six weeks. Legal challenges can be 
made whether the decision has been to 
grant development consent or refuse it. 
You should seek legal advice as soon as 
possible if you wish to challenge a decision. 

Further information
The Infrastructure Planning Commission, Temple Quay House, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6PN

Email: ipcenquiries@infrastructure.gsi.gov.uk 
Telephone: 0303 444 5000 
Web: www.independent.gov.uk/infrastructure
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