
Infrastructure Planning Commission 
Temple Quay House 

Temple Quay 
Bristol 

BS1 6PN  
 

t: 0303 444 5000 
f: 0303 444 5002 

e: ipcenquiries@infrastructure.gsi.gov.uk 
 

www.independent.gov.uk/infrastructure 
 

 
 
 
 

10th August 2010 

Hugh Roberts  
Our ref: EN010011/DSC MMAG 

c/o The Retreat 
Station Road 
Marston Moreteyne 
Beds MK43 0PU 

Dear Mr Roberts  

Application for a Development Consent Order from Covanta Rookery South Ltd for a  
proposed energy from waste generating station at Rookery South Pit near 
Stewartby, Bedfordshire  (Planning Act 2008 ‘the Act’) 

Thank you for your letter dated 28th July 2010 in relation to the above application.  Sir 
Michael Pitt has asked me to respond to you on his behalf. 
 
This application was submitted to the Commission on 5th August 2010 and the first stage of 
the process is that the IPC has 28 days from submission to decide whether we can accept 
the application for examination.  The criteria that the Commission must use in deciding 
whether or not an application can be accepted are set out in s55 of the Act.  This includes 
ensuring that development consent is required for the proposals, whether or not the 
application contains the correct documentation, complies with the relevant legal 
requirements and that the applicant has complied with its obligations at the pre-application 
stage.  
  
Should, the Commission decide to accept the application, the applicant is required to 
publish and carry out notification of the accepted application inviting representations from 
the general public, statutory consultees and any other relevant stakeholders.  A minimum 
period of 28 days has to be given for responses.  This is the point at which people should 
write to us giving notice of their interest in or, objection to, the application.  A form will be 
available on-line for you to complete for this purpose, details of which will be provided in 
the applicant’s publicity and notification. This will ensure that you will become an 
'interested party' and so will be notified of all future stages in the Commissions 
examination of the application.   
 
Following this, the Commission (the examining authority) will make an initial assessment of 
the principal issues arising from the application as the examining authority thinks 
appropriate and invite all interested parties to a ‘preliminary meeting’  where discussion will 
take place on how the application should be examined.   
 
Turning to your paragraph regarding the future of the IPC and current absence of 
designated National Policy Statements (NPS), you are aware of the Government’s 
intention to establish a Major Infrastructure Planning Unit as part of the Planning 
Inspectorate within the Department for Communities and Local Government.  Primary 



legislation will be required for these new arrangements which will take time to put in place 
with current estimations being that the legislation will be likely to come into force in the 
spring of 2012.   Until new legislation is in place the IPC will continue in its present role 
and transitional provisions will allow for applications to be examined without interruption. 
 
If an application reaches decision stage and the relevant NSP has been designated, the 
IPC will decide the application.  If the NPS has not been designated, the IPC will make a 
recommendation to the Secretary of State, who will make the decision.  Subject to whether 
or not the Commission decides to accept the Rookery South application, and bearing in 
mind the likely time period for the examination of the application, it is possible that the 
relevant NPS will have been designated by the time the Commission reaches the decision 
making stage.  If an NPS has not been designated, in developing its recommendation, the 
Commission will have regard to relevant national policy, including any relevant draft NPS, 
and will make a judgement as to how that policy should be weighted.  
 
It is important that the Commission has the opportunity to consider all of the evidence 
before it during the actual examination of any accepted application, without having been 
unduly influenced before hand by any of the parties.  You will appreciate, therefore, that we 
are unable to comment on the merits of an application at this stage of the process.  This 
ensures that the examining authority remains objective and impartial, which safeguards 
the interests of all parties. 
 
I hope the above comments are helpful but should you have any further queries or wish to 
discuss any aspect of the process then please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely  

David Cliff 
Case Leader 

Tel: 0303 444 5000 
Email: RookerySouth@infrastructure.gsi.gov.uk 
 
cc Sir Michael Pitt – IPC Chair 
 
 

The IPC gives advice about applying for an order granting development consent or making representations about an application (or a 
proposed application).  The IPC takes care to ensure that the advice we provide is accurate.  This communication does not however 
constitute legal advice upon which you can rely and you should note that IPC lawyers are not covered by the compulsory professional 
indemnity insurance scheme.  You should obtain your own legal advice and professional advice as required. 

We are required by law to publish on our website a record of the advice we provide and to record on our website the name of the person or 
organisation who asked for the advice. We will however protect the privacy of any other personal information which you choose to share 
with us and we will not hold the information any longer than is necessary. 

You should note that we have a Policy Commitment to Openness and Transparency and you should not provide us with confidential or 
commercial information which you do not wish to be put in the public domain. 
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