
Campaign Briefing for Meeting November 9th, 2009 at Stewartby 
 
(1) Objectives 

 

• To organise a campaign against the plans for Energy from Waste Plants in 

Marston Vale whether at Rookery Pit or Brogborough 

• Identify what we want to achieve and why, how we will organise ourselves, 

who will do what and when. 

 

(2) The National Context 

 

• The Governments National Waste Strategy penalises local authorities who 

landfill too much waste as organic waste when buried in landfill releases 

methane: a greenhouse gas, twenty times more potent than carbon dioxide. 

Although landfill operators capture the methane some escapes into the 

atmosphere. It is also becoming more difficult to find new landfill sites without 

transporting waste long distances.  

• If the local councils continue to bury waste in landfill, they will face fines of up 

to £150 per tonne. Landfill tax is also rising by £8 per tonne each year and 

currently stands at £40 per tonne.   

 

(3) The Local Context 

 

• Over 300,000 tonnes of waste was produced in Bedfordshire and Luton in 

2008/09. Almost 48% of household waste was recycled or composted in 

Central Bedfordshire. A further 2.75% was sent for energy recovery and the 

remaining waste (almost 50%) was sent to landfill. Recycling and waste 

reduction remain a high priority for the local councils. 

• BEaR claim some rubbish is too contaminated for successful recycling or too 

difficult to treat and when more energy is used to recycle a product than to 

produce a new product from the raw materials; recycling becomes 

impractical. Also, the environmental and financial cost of sending materials 

long distances has to be considered against the benefits of recycling. 

• In order to comply with the National Waste Strategy we need to recycle at 

least 50% by 2020. The authorities aim to reach 60%.  

 

(4) The EfW Proposals 
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• Covanta Energy propose to build an Energy-from-Waste (EfW) and Materials 

Recovery Facility at Rookery South Pit, near Stewartby, The proposed facility 

– known as Rookery South Resource Recovery Facility - will convert approx. 

585,000 tonnes of household and business waste per year into 65MWe of 

electricity, of which 55MWe would be exported to the national grid.  

• The Bedfordshire Energy and Recycling (BEaR) Project was set up by 

Bedfordshire and Luton councils to find alternative waste disposal solutions to 

landfill and are working to secure a piece of land on the edge of Brogborough 

landfill. The site will be offered to the waste industry who can suggest other 

locations. 

• BEaR claim to have assessed the most common technologies which take into 

account the carbon footprint of each technology – however it is suspected 

incineration will be the preferred and most economical process. The BeaR 

facility’s primary purpose will be to deal with locally produced household 

waste, (approximately 200,000 tonnes) that is not recycled.  

• Commercial waste can include waste materials from wholesale, retail, 

institutional or service establishments, such as office buildings, stores, 

markets, theatres, hotels and warehouses.  

• The earliest date that a facility would become operational would be 20/14-16.   

• In order to deliver value for money, Bear must put the Bedfordshire and Luton 

waste contract to open competition. BEaR cannot hand the waste treatment 

contract to one company without open competition and claim they do not 

intend to narrow technologies to one type. 

• BEaR recognise that economies of scale have a large effect on costs eg a 

200,000 tonne facility would not cost 100% more than a facility half its size 

and is influenced by the actual technologies used within each facility.  

 

(5) Organisation of Campaign 

 

• Form either another Action Group in addition to those already existing within 

the Marston Vale specifically tasked with campaigning against the EfW 

proposals or   

• Alternatively form an umbrella group – a coalition of opposition - which would 

act as a coordinating forum for all those already campaigning.  
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• It is vital that we are seen to be working together, that a momentum of 

opposition is growing, that our campaign remains rooted within our distinct 

communities and enables organisations like CPRE & Friends of the Earth to 

lend their expertise. 

• Its important that we do not loose site of the other threats to our rural 

communities such as the EERA new town proposals a key part of which is 

that we are distinct communities. 

 

Activity:  
 
Declare that we have combined to campaign unambiguously against the EfW 
proposals and invite communities, parish & unitary councils, MP’s and 
interested groups to join with us. 
 

(6) Reasons for opposition – Local, Regional & National 

 

(a) Local 

 

• Loss & industrialization of rural landscape – offensive visual impact. 

• Noise, traffic and light pollution. 

• Long term health implications through emissions & movement/storage of fly 

ash. 

• Contrary to meeting local recycling targets. 

• Contrary to ‘proximity principle' ; key principle of sustainable waste 

management is waste should dealt with locally. 

 

Activity: 
 
Organize road shows, demonstrations, launch petition, letter writing campaign 
and events that engage communities; we must take the message to our 
communities proactively. 
 

(b) Regional 

 

• Covanta are marketing their facility to local authorities to fill the capacity of the 

plant.  
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• The initial catchment area is Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire. They then 

have a secondary catchment area covering Milton Keynes, Northamptonshire, 

Hertfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Windsor and Maidenhead & estimate 

some 2 million tonnes of residual wastes arise within this total area.  

• Currently Covanta is bidding for contracts with Windsor and Maidenhead (this 

was formerly part of the Buckinghamshire contract) Northamptonshire and 

Milton Keynes  

• Covanta claim to have no interest in taking London waste to the Rookery 

South plant. 

• Covanta claim to have no plans to expand the plant if successful – Covanta is 

planning a number of facilities across the UK stating it is very expensive to 

expand later. 

• Covanta Energy is also proposing a new Energy-from-Waste (EfW) plant near 

Middlewich to handle all Cheshire’s non-recyclable household waste and a 

(EfW) plant near Merthyr Tydfil to provide sustainable energy for Welsh 

households and industry. 

• Although UK local authorities plan for 21 EfW plants and 17 MBT (Mechanical 

Biological) plants operating or planned in the UK Oxford County Council 

Planning Committee has rejected EfW plants at Ardley & Sutton Courtenay 

 

Activity: 
 
Engage with other regional community groups, MP’s, MEP’s & take our 
campaign to those local authorities considering exporting waste to 
Bedfordshire. 
 

(c) National 

 

• The Covanta plant is principally a power station generating over 50MW of 

electricity and therefore any planning application will be decided by 

Government under Section 36 of the Electricity Act. 

• Whether a Section 36 planning application under the Electricity Acts or a 

reference to the new Planning Infrastructure Commission there is going to be 

a planning application, a period for responses/objections, a potential public 

enquiry by an inspector/commissioner and a decision by the Secretary of 
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State/Commission and the potential for judicial review (albeit limited in 

respect of the Planning Commission). This could take 1-3 years. 

• At the national level strategic issues over energy production, waste disposal 

and carbon emissions will trump local considerations. All waste treatment 

solutions will produce some greenhouse gases. Covanta will claim that 

if energy can be recovered, this helps cut down reliance on fossil fuels & that 

EfW less carbon dioxide is produced when compared to conventional coal, oil 

and gas power stations.   

 

Activity: 
 

• We need to engage environmental groups such as F of E to seek their 
assistance. 

• Engage with the debate over global warming & challenge the green 
credentials of EfW technology.  

• Prepare for planning enquiry. 

• Be prepared for challenges over alternative solutions that contribute to 
lowering the carbon footprint of our communities – our own Vision for 
the Marston Vale. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


