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Re: Rookery South Resource Recovery Facility - a proposed Energy from Waste and
Materials Recovery Facility at Rookery South Pit nr Stewartby

Invitat ion to Attend a Public Exhibit ion

I would l ike to invite you to visit  an exhibit ion which explains our evolving proposals to build
an Energy from Waste and Materials Recovery Facil i ty at Rookery South Pit nr
Stewartby. The faci l i ty would receive household and business waste mostly from
Bedfordshire and Luton after recycl ing and composting has taken place.

You may recall our commitment in November 2008 to hold a public consultation and
engagement programme over this proposal and I am pleased we are now in a posit ion to
share more information,

Whilst the formal application proposing the scheme won't be made unti l  later this year, we
are keen to undertake a comprehensive consultation exercise with the local community at a
key t ime when we are identifying l ikely environmental issues and designing the scheme itself.
Properly integrating the Rookery South Resource Recovery Facil i ty into the wider Marston
Vale landscape and community through careful design and consultation is one of our key
driving objectives.

The feedback we receive from the exhibit ions wil l  directly inform our f inal submission. We
have already been in discussion with key advisors such as the Environment Agency, Natural
England, English Heritage and officers at Central Bedfordshire and Bedford Borough
Councils.

You'l l  be able to f ind out information about the scheme and Covanta, ask questions of our
Project Team and contribute your ideas to the emerging design. l t 's also an opportunity to
volunteer for on-going engagement with the project via an independently facilitated
Community Liaison Panel.

In summary the Rookery South Resource Recovery Facility comprises an Energy from
Waste (EfW) plant, generating enough green electr icity to supply approximately 82,500
homes (equivalent to the needs of Bedford and the Marston Valel). Excellent opportunit ies
exist nearby to supply surplus heat to nearby developments such as NIRAH and The
Wixams.

'  The towns and vi l laqes of Stewartbv, Marston Moretaine, Houqhton Conquest, Lidl inqton. Ampthi l l .  Wootton
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Whilst being primarily a Bedfordshire facil i ty, to maximise the economic and environmental
benefits of scale, we also propose to accept a smaller proportion of household and business
waste from outside the county (albeit not from London). By combining the waste treatment
needs of, for example, two counties, we estimate that the annual saving to the Bedfordshire
authorit ies could be in the region of t8 mill ion a year. We wil l also be far more efficient in our
electricity generation.

To achieve even greater environmental benefits we are also proposing a Materials Recovery
Facility to recover valuable resources from the material remaining after EfW treatment. ln this
way the Rookery South Facility would recover value from approximately 96% of the waste it
treats.

Bedfordshire urgently needs new waste treatment facilities. Historically there has been a
reliance on landfil l  but these have largely been completed and most of the area's household
waste is now being landfil led in Northamptonshire. Rookery South is an area identif ied by the
Bedforshire Local Authorities as its preferred location for an EfW facility, taking advantage of
good transport l inks and potential energy users.

Landfil ls generate significant quantit ies of harmful greenhouse gases, contributing to global
warming. Covanta is proposing a cleaner and more efficient way to manage waste,
generating renewable energy which in turn could help the Bedfordshire authorities avoid
increasing costs and possible fines associated with landfi l l .

The exhibit ions wil l be held at locations throughout the Marston Vale on:

Fr idav 10 Ju lv Stewartbv Villaoe Hall 2pm - 8pm
Saturdav 11 Julv Parks ide Hal l .  Ampth i l l 10am -  6om
Sundav 12 Julv Houghton Conquest  V i l lage Hal l 1Oam -  6pm
Fridav 14 Auqust Millbrook Vil laqe Hall 1
Saturdav 15 Auqust Marston Vale Forest Centre 1Oam -  6pm
Sunday 16 Auqust Wootton Memorial Hall 10am -  6om

For more information about Energy from Waste technology, Covanta's world leadership in
this field, the application at Rookery South (including the Environmental Scoping report) or
the Community Liaison Panel, visit our website at
www. c ova ntae n e rg v. c o. u k/s i te/ ro o ke rys o u t h.

I look forward to meeting you soon,

Yours sincerely,

t).^!']ACl^Jb^
Managing Director,
Covanta Energy UK
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