
United Front in Campaign to Stop ‘Mammoth’ Rookery Pit Incinerator Bid 

At a meeting convened this week by Mayor of Bedford Borough Dave Hodgson a coalition of 
local residents, elected representatives and the Marston Moreteyne Action Group agreed a 
united front in opposition to the bid by waste disposal firm Covanta Energy to build a giant 
600,000-tonne incinerator at Rookery Pit near Stewartby in the Marston Vale.  Those present 
at the meeting agreed to ramp up opposition to the plans by launching a broad-based 
campaign against the plans, which have been selected by Buckinghamshire County Council 
as its preferred option for the disposal of its waste over twenty five years.  

Representatives at the meeting agreed to focus their campaign, which will seek to build broad, 
community-based support, on certain key issues including: 

•         Opposition to the principle of the importing of waste from elsewhere into the area after a 
long history for the Marston Vale of importing waste.  

•         Opposition to the huge number of lorries using local roads which  

•         The sheer scale of the proposed plant, which would be one of the largest waste 
incinerators in the country and would be a dominant feature on the Marston Vale landscape. 
The capacity of the proposed plant is far in excess of the requirements of Buckinghamshire 
County Council, and could result in rubbish from across the country being driven into the area 
for burning. 

•         The lack of local involvement in the decision-making process over the planning 
application, which will be determined by the Government quango The Infrastructure Planning 
Commission rather than the local planning authority due to the massive scale of the proposed 
incinerator. 

Commenting after the meeting, Mayor of Bedford Borough Dave Hodgson said: “I was very 
pleased to be able to bring together what will prove to be a very powerful campaign group as 
we step up our opposition to the outrageous plans of Covanta Energy and Buckinghamshire 
County Council. All who were present at the meeting were in agreement that the proposals 
are breathtaking in their disregard for the interests of local residents and for the local 
environment.’  

“It is of great concern that, due to the mammoth scale of the proposed incinerator, the 
planning application will be determined by a national quango rather than by local 
representatives. Ensuring that the voices of local residents cannot be ignored on this matter 
will be central to our campaign.  We have agreed on a forceful plan of action for the campaign 
which will involve actions including building community support, petitions, and vigorous 
lobbying of MPs and Ministers. We will fight this scandalous bid to turn Rookery Pit into a 
giant rubbish burner every step of the way.“ 

Hugh Roberts, Chair of the Marston Moreteyne Action Group (www.MMETAG.com) said: 
"MMAG applauds the leadership by the Mayor and calls upon all communities to rally behind 
this campaign.  Working together we can slay the Covanta dragon - we do not 
want Bedfordshire to become the ashcan of England, burning waste from far and wide". 

ENDS 

NOTES: 

•         The MMETAG was formed on June 24th 2008 to organise opposition to the eco-
towns and has no political affiliations. 

•         MMEATG re-launched as Marston Moreteyne Action Group (MMAG) on 19th April 
2009 

•         MMAG Media representation welcome (ring  01234 768 575) 

http://www.mmetag.com/

