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Local people have their say on Gypsy and Traveller shortlist  

  

The views of local people were heard today (4 January) as Councillors 

discussed the proposed Gypsy and Traveller shortlist for Central Bedfordshire 

at Sustainable Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  

  

At the committee meeting members discussed the recommendations of 

Development Strategy Task Force for eleven proposed shortlisted sites, and 

representatives from the local community had their opportunity to speak on 

those sites.  

  

After detailed discussion,  members recommended not to take forward the 

Marston Moretaine site, and sites at Seddington and Hatch. It is now for the 

Portfolio Holder for Sustainable Development, Councillor Tom Nicols, to make 

the final decision on which sites will be put out for public Consultation.  

  

Councillor Tom Nicols, Central Bedfordshire Council's Portfolio Holder for 

Sustainable Development said:  

  

"This morning saw the next step in the Gypsy and Traveller process where 

members discussed the proposed shortlist of sites. Although committee 

agreed not to carry forward sites at Marston Moretaine, Seddington and Hatch, 

I will now take into consideration their recommendations when reviewing the 

current shortlist, and decide on the final list which will be put out for 
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consultation. This will of course need to reflect Government guidance on the 

sustainable location of sites.  

  

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank those who attended this 

morning's meeting. Views from the local community are vitally important to 

this process and we are encouraging local people to take part in this 

consultation and raise their comments on potential sites in their area. I would 

like to stress to residents that no final decision has been taken on the Gypsy 

and Traveller sites for Central Bedfordshire and there is still a long way to go 

in the process.  

  

The need to secure an extra 40 Gypsy and Traveller pitches follows 

Government advice and fulfils the Council's requirements under the Housing 

Act 2004. All Local Authorities are required by the Act to develop a strategy 

which addresses the needs of the Travelling Community.  

  

The proposed list which was discussed this morning is now available to view 

on the council's website www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  and the full 

public consultation is due to start on 25 January, and will run for six weeks. 

This deals only with proposed sites in the Northern (former Mid Beds) part of 

Central Bedfordshire. Proposals for the rest of the District will be considered 

and consulted upon at a later date. 
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